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Schaeffler and Qorix Enter into Strategic Partnership for Software-
Defined Vehicles and Machines 
 

• Schaeffler and Qorix combine their expertise to jointly develop and 
market software-based platform solutions 

• The aim is to reduce development times and integration effort and bring 
new scalable solutions into series production more quickly 

• The partnership initially targets the automotive industry and is planned 
to be expanded to robotics and industrial automation in the future 

• Eclipse S-CORE forms the common foundation for faster-developed and 
reusable vehicle software 
 

Regensburg, Germany and Munich, Germany – October 12, 2026 – Schaeffler and Qorix 

have entered into a strategic partnership for the joint development, integration, and 

marketing of software-based platform solutions for future vehicle architectures and intelligent 

machines. Together, the companies aim to advance integrated hardware and software 

solutions for central vehicle computers and software-defined architectures. The collaboration 

combines Schaeffler’s in-depth expertise in system integration and safety-critical driving and 

comfort functions with Qorix’s production-ready middleware technologies, their integration 

into central computing platforms, and Qorix’s active involvement in the Eclipse S-CORE 

open-source ecosystem. 

“With our platform and integration expertise, Schaeffler is laying the foundation for central 

software-defined vehicle architectures. Qorix complements this foundation with production-

ready middleware and a strong open-source approach, enabling us to bring scalable 

solutions to market faster and more efficiently,” says Thomas Stierle, CEO E-Mobility at 

Schaeffler AG. 

New requirements for vehicle architectures 

The shift from distributed electronic control unit architectures to central high-performance 

computing platforms presents the automotive industry with new requirements. Reliable 

middleware and software platforms that are standardized, scalable, secure, and production-

ready are crucial. 
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Schaeffler contributes hardware platforms, cross-domain controller solutions, and many 

years of experience in system integration. Qorix complements these strengths with Qorix 

Performance for deterministic communication, end-to-end management throughout the entire 

product lifecycle, and functional safety in accordance with ISO 26262. Together, the partners 

reduce integration efforts, shorten development times, and accelerate the industrialization of 

software-defined vehicle architectures. 

Open source as a technological basis 

Both companies are involved in the open-source project Eclipse S-CORE, a software 

framework for software-defined vehicles. This joint commitment forms the basis for faster and 

more coherent development, reduced integration efforts, and the reuse of software across 

vehicle generations and customer programs. 

“With Schaeffler as a strategic partner, we are accelerating exactly what drives us: bringing 

production-ready, open-source-based software platforms to market faster. Qorix 

Performance combined with Schaeffler’s system integration and compute expertise creates a 

compelling offering for automotive manufacturers and Tier-1 suppliers that want to actively 

shape the transition to software-defined architectures,” says Markus Schupfner, CEO of 

Qorix. 

Collaboration beyond automotive 

The partnership deliberately extends beyond traditional automotive applications. Schaeffler’s 

strategic focus on robotics and industrial automation meets Qorix’s scalable platform 

strategy. 

Going forward, both companies intend to apply their expertise to applications in robotics and 

industrial automation and support software-defined system architectures in these areas. 

The first joint solutions are set to be deployed in customer projects and further accelerate the 

introduction of software-defined architectures. 

 

Gerd Winkler, Head of Strategy Software-Defined Vehicles, Business Unit Vehicle & Battery Controls, Schaeffler 

AG, and Caroline Pastjan, Vice President Revenue, Qorix, seal the strategic partnership between the two 

companies (from left to right). 

Photo: Schaeffler 
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### 

Press contact: 

Valérie Hasler  
Head of Corporate Communications, Qorix GmbH  
Mobile phone: +49 162 1804016 
valerie.hasler.ext@qorix.ai  
 
 
About QORIX 
Qorix is a technology company that develops innovative, robust middleware solutions for software-defined 
vehicles (SDVs). We help automotive manufacturers and suppliers manage increasing software complexity while 
maintaining control over their architecture. Our middleware creates a secure, scalable, and powerful software 
ecosystem for next-generation vehicles, providing support from platform integration to the long term. 
 
Our portfolio includes AUTOSAR Classic and Adaptive platforms, both of which are TÜV SÜD-certified according 
to ISO 26262 (Classic up to ASIL D and Adaptive up to ASIL B), as well as our proprietary Performance stack for 
high-performance computers and real-time integration. With a global team of around 300 experts, Qorix delivers 
software products for leading original equipment manufacturer (OEM) and Tier-1 programs. 
 
As a joint venture between KPIT Technologies, ZF, and Qualcomm Ventures, Qorix combines deep software 
expertise with comprehensive automotive knowledge. We are members of the VDA, AUTOSAR, the Eclipse 
Foundation (founding member of Eclipse S-CORE), and NASSCOM, and actively shape tomorrow’s mobility 
standards. 
 
Learn more at www.qorix.ai 
 
 
 
Schaeffler Group – We pioneer motion   
The Schaeffler Group has been driving forward groundbreaking inventions and developments in the field of 
motion technology for 80 years. With innovative technologies, products, and services for electric mobility, CO₂-
efficient drives, chassis solutions and renewable energies, the company is a reliable partner for making motion 
more efficient, intelligent, and sustainable – over the entire life cycle. Schaeffler describes its comprehensive 
range of products and services by means of eight product families: From bearing solutions and all types of linear 
guidance systems through to repair and monitoring services. Schaeffler is with around 110,000 employees and 
more than 250 locations in 55 countries, one of the world’s largest family-owned companies and one of 
Germany’s most innovative companies. 
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